The epidemiology and treatment of childhood anemia in Western Kenya. Meghan Desai. Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Amsterdam, Netherlands, 2003 (ISBN 90-8170-745-2) 147 pages, softcover. This Ph.D. dissertation consists of seven separate studies, each of interest to nutrition and health workers among populations in which malaria is an important factor. One study demonstrates the high overlapping of malaria, malnutrition, and diarrhea that is responsible for severe anemia among children 3 to 24 months of age and, therefore, the importance of starting preven-tion in early infancy. Another shows that primary caregivers can be trained to recognize severe anemia (hemoglobin < 5 g/dl), although with only moderate accuracy. One of the studies finds that in this hyperendemic malaria area, daily administration of iron to preschool children for six weeks gives better hematological results than twice-weekly administration. In a final study, the author found no evidence for clinically relevant modifications by hemoglobin S phenotype in the results of iron supplementation of young children with anemia.
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